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UM PLACEMENT DIRECTOR HJELMSETH NOTES 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES GOOD IN SEVERAL AREAS 
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Job opportunities for education majors at the University of Montana in Missoula are 
very good this year, according to the director of the UM Career Planning and Placement 
Services (CPPS). 
The outlook is especially promising for those education majors who are qualified to 
teach more than one subject, University CPPS Director Don Hjelmseth said recently. 
For example, the CPPS listed 100 openings for education-math majors, while only five 
persons graduated from UM with that major last year. This year there are only four degree 
candidates in education-math. 
Hjelmseth said that 93 percent of the 378 education majors who registered with the 
CPPS office found teaching positions. 
"Persons with degrees in business and industry fields have a good chance of finding 
work in their study areas this year,'' Hjelmseth said. Eighty-four percent of those students 
who registered at the Placement Center were hired, he said. 
Hjelmseth said that those percentages were based on the students who have been 
contacted as of Oct. 31. He said that the figures may change as a result of the job status 
of 6 registered students who have not yet been contacted. 
In the business and industry fields, Hjelmseth said that the demand is greatest for 
graduate geology students. He attributed the demand for geologists to the energy crisis 
and the need for people to discover new energy resources. 
The demand is also high for students of accounting, speech pathology, computer science, 
marketing and finance, Hjelmseth said. 
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"Business majors, especially those in accounting, have always been in high demand," 
he said. There were 200 applicants for business administration degrees last year at UM. 
While education and business-oriented majors have good job prospects this year, the 
outlook is not so good for liberal arts majors, Hjelmseth said. 
Liberal arts majors "have the toughest time" finding work, Hjelmseth said. He noted 
that many pursue teacher certification, enabling them to teach in their particular field 
of study. He said that many liberal arts majors do not register at the Placement Center 
because they plan to stay in school and study for a higher degree. 
Most students who register with the CPPS are in career-oriented fields, Hjelmseth 
commented and said that philosophy students "rarely register with us." 
Although job opportunities last year were not as good as they were two years ago, 
Hjelmseth said that the prospects have improved for the 1975-76 hiring period. 
The number of students registered at the CPPS last year increased by 150 since 
1973-74, Hjelmseth noted. He said that more firms have scheduled interviews to date this 
year, compared with the number scheduled at this time last year. Last year 90 firms 
interviewed 1,136 students. 
Most of those registered students who did not find work last year either were 
looking for a specific position, were not willing to relocate, or had decided to remain 
in school, Hjelmseth said. 
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